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SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 21-

UPl-Lieut . Gen. John L. DeWitt, ' 

chief of the western defense com­

mand, said today that the manner 

in which anti·aircraft units re­

sponded when unIdentified aircraft 

appeared over the Los Angeles 

area showed conclusively they are I 

"thoroughly imbued with the re- I 

sponslbllitJes imposed upcn them.'" 

General DeWitt's conuncndation 

was made In a letter to Maj. Gen. 

FuJton Q. C. Gardner, command· 

ing general of the fourth anti­

aircraft command. 
Similar messagcs were sent to 

Brig. Gen. William Ord Ryan of 

the fourth mterceptor command I 
and to Jack B . Helm:;. director of 

the regIOnal offIce of. civilian de- I' 
fense. 

DeWitt's letter to General Gard­

ner said in part: 
"I wish you would inform the 

commanding general of the anll­

aircraft units of my gratificatIOn 

at the read mess of the officers and I 
men of his command to meet pos­

sible enemy actIon, as demon­

s);rated by their alertnes<; alftl abil­

ity to promptly open fIre when 

called upon to do so during the 

blackout of the Los Angelc't area 

on the morning of February 25 . 

. "Preliminary reports indicate 

very defimtely that the officers 

and men of the anti-aircraft units 

were prepared when the test came 

to meet with fire a hostile attack 

and thereby fulfill their mission . 

. "It also conclusively shows that 

the officers And men of the units 

are thoroughly imbued with the 

responsibihties imposed upon them 

MId that enthusiasm. initiative and 

a high state of morale exist among 

all rankS". 
"It gives me a gt't'at deal of 

pleasure to be able to commend 

them for their demonstrated fit­

ness and military conduct." 

DeWitt's letter to Helms men­

tioned particularly the perform­

ance of Los Angeles area civilian 

defense agencies in tJ1e "efficient 

discharge of their duties before 

Alld dming the blackout." 
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